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CHAPTER - |
BUCHANANIA LANZAN

1.0 Introduction

Buctarmaria lanzan, commonly known es chironii, achar or char s an important ires
species, found in mixed dry deciduous forests of Madhya Pradesh. |t balangs to the famiky
Anacardiaceae, generally comprising of trees or shrubs. it i8 a medium sized tres, almost
evergreen and leafless anly for a shart period of time (CSIR, 1848), It was discovered by a
Mr. Buchanan Hamilton, & forester in 1798 in Burma. It has a dark gray or black bark,
reguiarly divided mto small rectangular plates somewhat resembling a crocodie hide and
reddish inside {ICFRE 1986) Buchananta lanzan Nowers from January 1o March with fruits
ripaning from Agril o June. The fruit is an ovold dnape, about 0.5 inch kong, black when ripe,
with & hard iwao-valved stone 0.3510 0.40 Inch in diameter enclosig an oilsesd [Troup, 1986).
The sedds fall bafore ar at the commencement of rainy season.

The collection of fruis is done in May. The free oocurs bath in forests and on agricul-
tural land. Collection of fruits is done by farmers on their own land and by the rural popula-
tan frovm the forests. The harvesting of chironyi fruit is often done in unripe form, The fruit
becomes light-black on ripening and is known as pandl. The kernels of ripe fruil are arge
sized. The seeds known as guthly, ara dred and sold m unprocessed form to local tfraders,
wha sell it either to wholesalers or to the processing milks,

The traders of thase mills uea power driven nul-cracking machines known as cool
grind to remove kermels. Winnowing and cleaning work = reporied to be done by women

Chirami 15 sold In differont grades and is referred to as super quality (bold dana), best
idauble dana), medivm, et Grading crters & according 10 size, quantity of broken nuls
and freshness in 1aste

Chiron has a very shorl shedf life. The collection 1o marketing channel ranges from
harvesting of nuts, drying, washing, grinding, sonng, grading, packaging and distribution
The marketing ranges from local to ragional and even intemational as some quantity is
exported also

Earlier, the purchaser/contractor by paying a fived royaity to the government, had
complete rights of collection of chironi fruils over a8 wel-defined area and could stock any
amount. In 1986, the royaity sysiem was done away with and the chironf fruits could be
raded freely in market,

in view of the economic significance of Buchanania lanzan in the state and variable
price of different grades of seads, 1he Fade i5 besel with several problems. Traders usually
fix prices on the basis of percenfage by floatafion method.

There are some good-guality areas of chiron)i in the state. Delineation of areas on the
basis of quality of chiron fruil is the first assential $tep lo ensure batter economic ratums
Cinfy 8 small quaniity of guitily is sold during the collection season. Farmers prafer to sell the
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